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"Here at the edge of the crowded world, 
as at the rim of the jungle, His Majesty of 
Britain permitted the establishing of a 
small town of camps surrounded by 
barbed wire for civil prisoners of the 
Second World War. The City of Despair 
"Stadt der Verzweiflung" an unpleasant, 
compulsory residence." 

Rolf Magener, Die Chance War Null, p. 5 
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XI CAMPUS TEUTONICUS AT DEHRA DUN  
 
For over five years, from October, 1941 through November, 1946, the Central Internment Camp for 
British India was located at Premnagar, near Dehra Dun, in the United Provinces. It was the first major 
camp which had not been associated to or converted from a cantonment, e.g. Ahmadnagar, Deolali, St. 
Thomas Mount, etc. To the northwest of Dehra Dun there were several small cantonments, or barracks 
called "Lines,"1 three at least for the special Gurkha troops, who would primarily be the guards for the 
detention settlement. This internment camp offered a concrete dimension, in that it was constructed to 
accommodate the foreign civil prisoners of war in India and from other 2 parts of Asia.2  

The location of the "small town of camps"3 at Premnagar was likely selected for military and climatic 
reasons; 

In north Hindustan, at the foot of the highest mountains of the world, lies Dehra Dun, not far from the 
mountain kingdom of Nepal. The city extends itself against the gradually protracted, splendidly contoured 
chain of (the Swalik) foot-hills. Like a stone curtain the foot-hills conceal the snow-capped peaks of the 
Himalayas.4 

The 'representative group' of the internees, under Oswald Urchs's leadership, in August had been 
impressed by the attractive environment with the backdrop of the mountains.5 The camp itself, with its 
thatched roofs, seemed acceptable, and the location, in contrast to Deolali, was a great improvement. 
There was one unquestionable feature to the central internment camp, namely, "there were only 
permanent huts."6 This implied that for those entering the Premnagar Camp, it was the final station in the 
prolonged internment period of World War II.  

The first impressions which this detention settlement had upon the internees seem overwhelming. One 
German wrote home: "Es sieht fast aus wie ein niedersächisches Dorf."7 - others remembered the camp as 
a "village in Friesland,"8 - part of the State of Lower Saxony. Christian Lohse (Breklum) noted: "This was 
a straw-roofed camp, and I must say, it was very reasonable. The area was not so large as in Deolali (II) 
and Ahmadnagar, but it was quite bearable."9 One internee mentioned, that  

... when we came there, we converted one barrack into a canteen ... (and) called it: "Der Falsche Friese" 
(the False Frise), because it was everything else but a Friesendorf, excepting that there was straw on the 
roofs of the buildings.10  

The canteen of the German wing carried the name and some of the atmosphere of a Friesendorf; scenes 
of Germany were painted on the walls, and beer was available.11  

Thus, at the foot of the Himalaya mountains,  

Under the tropical sun, between tea gardens and bush, row upon row of flat-reed, thatched-roof barracks 
were laid out on a former arable field. The straw roofs reach deep down to the ground and leave a cave-
like semi-darkness around the buildings. Only isolated trees tower upwards; carrion birds looking for 
garbage sit in the branches. Otherwise one sees shrubs, allotment gardens, runs (as for animals), long rows 
of latrines. There are neither women nor children there, but otherwise a colourful population thrown 
together; for next to the Germans live the Italians, Bulgarians, Hungarians, Finns; and together here they 
idle their time away. The Germans, from all the countries between Iraq and Hongkong, were by far the 
largest majority.12  

The Premnagar Internment Camp  

... was divided into sections or 'Wings' (Flügel), of which there were a total of seven. These Wings were 
separated by high, doubled barbed-wire fences which formed gangways (aisles) in the style of the outer, 
surrounding fences.13  
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"The Germans of the Reich, those who had been resi dents in British India, were quartered in Wing 1."14 
Of course the internees termed it the "Campus Teutonicus", while to either side there were the "Campus 
Italicus" and the "Campus Judaicus".15 The latter only signified how many German Jewish men still were 
interned. "In Wing 3 there were about 270 older and sick internees."16 There was one wing for the Indian 
political prisoners, and in another one there were the Germans from the Dutch East Indies.17 And then 
there was one wing which was called "the Vatican City, ...  so-called because the Italian priests were held 
there as prisoners."18 In general there were about 500 internees to a wing; thus besides the necessary 
functional buildings, there were "approximately 14 barracks, each occupied by about 40 men."19 Johannes 
Klimkeit remembered: "We were thirty people in the barrack, ... a mixed group."20   

The picture of the Friesendorf or the Campus Teutonicus painted by the internees is totally coloured by 
the length of the stay. In October, 1941, at the Premnagar settlement, Wing 1, eleven Protestant 
missionaries continued their internment in north India. Among them were the four Breklum men - 
Hübner, Ahrens, Lohse and Speck; the four Gossner men - Borutta, Jellinghaus, Klimkeit and Wolff; the 
two Leipzig men Röver and Tiedt; and the Independent from Burma - Dworschak. A year later, 
September, 1942, Bräsen of the Breklum Mission, and some weeks later Fritz Mack of the Basel Mission 
also arrived at Dehra Dun, making for 13 German brethren again under first degree detention. For the 
first above-mentioned eight missionaries, their stay was "quite bearable",21  since it was overshadowed by 
the happy reunions with their wives and families at the Purandhar camp. Their stay had been 
approximately 14 to 15 months. For the others the Dehra Dun internment remains a tormenting 
experience in the "city of despair,"22 gauged by the barbed wire and the concentrated nature of the wing 
within the camp. Lives were affected adversely in the ever-extended months and years at Dehra Dun.  

Premnagar had its advantages and disadvantages also. All year round, "the nights offered a fantastic, 
beautiful sight as the lights of Mussoorie spread over a large area along the mountain range."23 The winter 
provided a majestic view of the snow-capped mountains, and the cooler seasons were invigorating. 
However, in the basin-like valley before the mountains, the hot season of March through June was a 
marked contrast. An internee wrote on May 28th, 1942:  

God be praised that I am still healthy and spared from the acute consequences of this terrible heat, and 
from which we all seem more or less exhausted. But apparently we have now reached the climax with the 
46º C. (115º F.) in the shade and the rainy season is not far ahead.24  

Another German described the summer season as following:  

In the barracks it was hot as a haybox. The doors and the windows were closed firmly for the day, so that 
no new heat would penetrate from outside. In the semi-darkness of the long room the sweating bodies of 
companions stand out, as they sit at the small hand-made tables or lie around on the plank-beds.25  

The limitation of space in the separate barracks meant that "one could not make a single move in the 
camp without being watched by countless eyes."26 The "only place where one could discuss matters 
without being overheard" was on the sports field.27 'What to do and how to do something under the 
limitations, was nearly everyone's business. A natural, attractive occupation of any prisoner-of-war camp, 
as at Premnagar, was the business of planning an escape from the 'city of despair'. At various stages there 
were different groups among the 1.500 Germans finally assembled there.28 The most celebrated fellow-
internees at Dehra Dun, through their escapes and reputations in the post-war years, were Heinrich 
Harrer, Rolf Magener, as well as Peter Aufschnaiter, Heins von Have and others who managed the 
exemplary escape of April 29th, 1944.29 The Protestant missionaries were not involved in any of the 
escape plans or ventures.  

There were adequate opportunities granted the internees in the training and the preparing for escapes 
from the camp. Upon the commandant's permission "sufficient freedom"30 for outings or hikes during the 
day was given the internee. Others, like Heinrich Harrer, found that "the outings certainly served also as a 
research study of the area around the camp."31 Johannes Klimkeit described what had already begun at 
Ahmadnagar as the practice of outings:  
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The first regulation, when we started to go out on excursions, was that the commandant ... to begin with 
sent British soldiers along with us. He gave the orders that the soldiers were always to keep their prisoners, 
or their internees, in sight. This meant that we did not have to care whether they came along or not. They 
had to come along.  

We had good food in the camp and we were not tired. And these poor English fellows with their guns had 
to run after us, ... to keep an eye on their internees. There were Harrer, Aufschnaiter, Schmaderer and 
Magener, ... they could run over the hills. They were mountaineers.  

And when we returned the first day from the outing, these soldiers went to Colonel Williams and 
informed him: "This is impossible. These Germans have good legs; they don't get tired. They hike like 
anything and we have to keep them in our sight.32  

Freedom for taking such excursions could only be granted by the commandant; yet the greater part of the 
month-upon-month schedule, the internee remained behind barbed wire, confined to the barracks, the 
sports field, the runs and "Der Falsche Friese."  

 

CONTACT IN MANY OTHER FIELDS  

The German community of Premnagar was no ordinary fraternity of individuals. Most of these men had 
an adventuresome spirit and an optimistic outlook on life and the world, whether they represented the 
field of Christian Missions and the Church - Evangelical Lutheran, Roman Catholic or otherwise, or 
whether they were in the field of business, research, travel or even refugees from the Nazi tyranny. The 
Dehra Dun camp offered an assemblage of numerous doctors of theology, philosophy, medicine, 
dentistry, engineering, etc., a roster from all branches of life and with all levels of education and degrees. 
Many of these German men were in their training years or labouring in a foreign land for what would 
likely lead them later into higher positions and responsibilities at home.33 In fact, many of them had 
managed through their foreign service to leave behind them the monotonous uniformity and the 
ideological bigotry of the Nazi totalitarian state. They were not able to disassociate themselves from their 
'Vaterland', or even the patriotic and aggressive dreams of the Third Reich, and they were not wiling to 
take up the 'anti-Nazi' banner. Many of these German internees were young men with visions and hopes, 
and drawn to British India as a land of many possibilities. Though in good health and in good spirit, the 
camp life restricted them for over a seven-year period.  

As in any penal institution, one has little choice but to make the most of his options. Due to the variety of 
professions, talents and interests, many possibilities were made available. There were the chores to be 
done and the duties to be carried out, as in the previous camps. In the encounter with men and 
professions of all branches of life, the opportunity for learning was immense. At Dehra Dun, for example, 
Hans Röver (Leipzig Mission) "served in the camp as an assistant to the camp dentist."34  

Physical exercise and sports played a dominant role in the daily routine of the Wing.35 The camp sport 
field was one spot where one came in contact with one's neighbour, for reasons of competitive games, but 
also a place to discuss private matters.36 Here one could excel, join in or even observe the sports events. 
According to one internee, it seems a Roman Catholic Brother Calixtus was a "most popular person 
through his sports and through his personal contact with people."37  

The Christian missionaries, Protestant and Roman Catholic, had an excellent opportunity to have "contact 
in many fields during this time,"38 including other clergymen and theologians. The Roman Catholic clergy 
and missionaries, alone through their overwhelming number in comparison, cast a great influence on the 
camp internees. A non-Roman businessman offered his recollections:  

The Catholic priests were very much more open-minded. ... They were very social. ... They were much 
closer to the people in all connections; let us say in playing sports with us or in maintaining a tent where 
you could have some evening refreshments in the nature of two fried eggs, or a glass ... of something. It 
was run by the priests. ...39  
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Such impressions and recollections are coloured by the passage of time, when the months turned into 
years and the acquaintances became friendships.  

Excellent study courses and contacts developed between the Evangelical Lutheran and the Roman 
Catholic clergy, a contrast to the rivalry and mistrust of each other's missions endeavours and the winning 
of the other's 'sheep' in the pre-ecumenical period. Friedrich Hübner (Breklum), reflecting on the war 
years, candidly admitted:  

... These seven years in internment camps were, of course, the main training in the whole field of mission 
work in India, because we met all the other missionaries, Evangelical and Roman Catholic. We did 
thorough work and had contacts in many fields during this time. Without the seven years of internment I 
would never have become a Bishop (of Kiel) and never have become a Secretary of the United Lutheran 
Church in Germany for Foreign Relations, for Mission Work and Diaspora Work, and the Ecumenical 
Movement.40  

The contact in these 'training years' proved to be exceedingly beneficial for the missionary as theologian;  

For instance we worked for two years thoroughly through the whole Dogmatics together with four 
professors of the Roman Catholic Ignatius Loyola College in Bombay. This work (was with) . . . Professor 
Löwenstein, Professor Neuner and Professor Hörmann, ... all very qualified men.41  

The German Lutheran missionaries, detained eight months at Ahmadnagar, a further eight months at 
Deolali, found ample opportunities at Premnagar for personal and theological studies, as well as Christian 
fellowship with their Roman brothers in Christ. For confined together, the conditions for mutual studies 
and understanding between the missionaries seemed more favourable and co-operative in internment than 
on the actual mission field.  

As in everyday life and under the scrutiny of countless eyes, so also in a camp environment, the Christian 
clergy and missionaries can stand out in their society. Brother Franz Calixtus (Roehl) of the Order of St. 
Francis, Mount Pointsur, Bombay, is remembered as a helpful and friendly person. Hans Röver, a clergy 
bachelor of the Leipzig Mission, also stood out as man of Christian character, "a very good man, ... a small 
chap, but he had a heart of gold."42 Many others added personality dimensions to the camp history, yet 
likely no clergyman stood out in strength and stature as Father Löwenstein.  

Scarcely could the Roman Catholic Church in India have had a priest in that era with such qualifications 
and with a name which bespoke excellent Christian training and German heritage. On one occasion, 
according to an internee, Father Löwenstein explained the tradition of his family;  

... he talked to a group of us in Dehra Dun. And he said: "Well, my family will always be properly located. 
One of my brothers is a politician, another is a high military man and I am in the Church. Nothing can 
happen to my family."43  

Father or Prince (Fürst) Löwenstein, as he is remembered by the internees, "was an extraordinarily gifted 
man, a very solid individual."44 And were one to combine his many titles, one would have the name of the 
Reverend Father Professor Dr. Felix Löwenstein Prince of Wiesenthal.45  

As spokesman and leader of a group of 70 Catholic priests,46 he had been "the Superior of the Jesuit 
Order."47 Yet Löwenstein is generally remembered with great affection.48 Of a clerical family himself, the 
non-Roman layman Alfred Brocke commented: "At Ahmadnagar I went rather to the service of 
Löwenstein than to one of the others. ..."49  

Otto Tiedt, one of the five Protestant brethren at the camp remaining after January, 1943, recollected the 
good working relationship and ministry with Father Löwenstein. One example Tiedt narrated:  

We were never supplied (the elements) by the Anglican clergyman there. It was always refused us. The 
army chaplain himself was a heavy drinker. Anyhow we never were able to obtain them. And so we helped 
ourselves to cups, etc. Of course we managed, ... but we did not have any wafers, nor wine, etc. The 
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Catholics on the other hand did receive them, and so I petitioned to Prince Löwenstein if we too might 
obtain them.  

So on one occasion he appeared and said: "Here you are, Brother Tiedt; here I have brought you 
something for your communion. Here are the wafers, though they have been blessed already. You don't 
have to say it any further." I said: "No, that won't make any difference to us. I will take it and I am grateful 
to have them." It helped us greatly then.50  

As the shepherd of his flock in internment, Löwenstein conveyed his leadership qualities in a gentle 
manner;51  

He made no bones about his absolute, clear-cut opinion against the Nazis, but he did it so cleverly that 
everybody knew what he meant, though nobody could catch him about not (being a good German, even) 
the very strict Nazi camp leader, Dr. Oswald Urchs.52   

Also attributal to Löwenstein's stature and authority was the feeling that "all these padres were the ones 
who were actually not co-operating with the Nazis, at least though only as they could do it without having 
severe problems."53  

However, the central figure in the German camp community and in the internal authority of Wing One 
was the above-mentioned Nazi leader. The German national, Oswald  Urchs, M.D.,54 alluded to in the 
opening chapter, came to India with the giant chemical firm of I.G. Farben Industries,  for which Alfred 
Brocke, Rolf Magener and others served.55  

Urchs had the special position of being the "Landesgruppenleiter", the chief Nazi for India. In 1936 Urchs 
became an 'Ehrenbürger'56 of the Third Reich through Adolf Hitler's recognition.57 With the declaration 
of war and the internment of all German nationals, "the former 'Landesgruppenleiter' became the current 
camp leader (Lagerleiter). ..."58  

In the internment camp Urchs "had his colleagues very much under his influence,"59 and together they 
cast a shadow of immense control and fear over their fellow internees, among whom were the younger 
missionaries relegated to the detention camps from 1940 to 1942.  

The Nazi influence in the British camps began at Ahmadnagar, when through passive resistance the 
"declared Nazis stayed in Wing B where they did not pay anything," so as to inflict a financial loss for the 
Government.60 Again at Deolali the crucial issues of the camp conditions and the shortage of water led to 
a genuine, successful hunger strike.61  

Still, Urchs's background gave one a better insight into this life and what Otto Tiedt (Leipzig) described as 
"a very impenetrable personality."62 Tiedt was interned with Urchs for over seven years in internment and 
he had ample time to appraise the once 'Landesgruppenleiter' for India. Urchs was of the German race, 
though he originated from the Sudetenland border-country of Czechoslovakia,63 from the region which 
Hitler annexed in October, 1938. Urchs's stern image, as "a very strict Nazi camp leader,"64 or the 
"impenetrable personality" in carrying out his duties and actions, as ofttimes rumoured, point to certain 
aspects of his part Jewish family background and the reason for his being in India and not in Germany 
during the Third Reich.  

 

FEARS AND THREATS BEFORE STALINGRAD 

In the ideological cult of the 1.000 year Deutsches Reich and the glorification of the Führer Hitler, the 
Nazi regime capitalized on the authority over most German nationals over the world. The focus of 
attention of the Nazi totalitarianism was in the promotion of a pure and unique State and in the 
persecution of all political and ideological opponents, which included the "destruction of the European 
Jews."65 The mass exodus of German Jews from Germany, when there was still a chance, bespoke the 
immense fears individuals had of the Nazi regime.66 Their fears were substantiated by the atrocities in the 
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concentration camps. In countless cases in the Nazi era, German Jews, as well as Germans opposed to the 
new ideology, departed from the Third Reich for safer places as British India. Some Germans with a 
partial Jewish ancestry, able to hide this strain in their background, left Nazi Germany with or without the 
blessing of Hitler. But for fear of being discovered by their fellow Germans, they served as fervent, loyal 
Nazi leaders and workers in a foreign land, as in internment. 

In September, 1942, Wilhelm Bräsen (Breklum) arrived at Premnagar, Dehra Dun,67 a full year after his 
colleagues Ahrens, Hübner, Lohse and Speck from the Jeypore District. As the Yercaud Parole Camp was 
dissolved, Bräsen had to journey north and encountered the internment camp life for the first time. His 
recollection was vivid, for at Dehra Dun, "there was the so-called 'Golden Ring', composed of the camp 
Nazis. They held all the positions of course. ... They were all the important people in those days."68  

Thus, in the internment camp the Nazis levied a substantial psychological 'clout' over the German 
internees. This was not difficult to perceive, and silly as it may sound, according to Reimer Speck, "these 
were things which you can't understand anymore today. But of course in those days it was a reality."69 
Because Alfred Brocke "went over to the anti-Nazi company," he too was threatened by the Nazi 
regulars.70  

The Nazi threats, in reference to subsequent prosecution, were directed at unfaithful nationals. Yet, what 
may appear as absurd to our present-day thinking, in the event the Nazi regime was to win the war, 
Brocke, as one example, was promised an early sentence: "You'll be thrown overboard;" and such parallel 
things.71 As a Breklum missionary, Speck concurred fully with Brocke's statement.  

Yes, thinking of the Vaterland on the one side and a lost war would have been a terrible thing; and on the 
other side a won war would also have been a terrible thing. And we knew that our co-internees, the Nazis, 
had certain lists in the camp of people who would have been thrown overboard at their repatriation, if the 
Germans had won the war.  

Yes, certainly, there were lists of people prepared in the camp by the co-internees. ... They would certainly 
have thrown some 50 persons overboard on the way home; ... some missionaries included, and other 
people too.72  

Political pressures were applied against the missionary too;  

I had a good friend and he was a member of the Nazi Party, and we very often got together in the 
internment camp. And he got a warning from his superiors not to get into so close a friendship with that 
missionary Speck, because he belongs to an international organization. He got that warning. He told me 
about it.73  

However, the threats and the warnings directed towards the German nationals were easier said in the pre-
Stalingrad days.  

Germany's attack on Russia on June 22nd, 1941, was equally matched by Japan's surprise air-attack on 
Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941. As a further major power, the United States of America was 
brought into the European conflict. It was a bad omen for those who had once believed that the Third 
Reich could win the war. In spite of America's entrance, the North African drive and the 'Barbarossa 
campaign' into Russia by Hitler's armies were the successful offensives of 1941 and 1942. In its 
'Lebensraum' drive the Third Reich met its Waterloo in the crucial and decisive battles of El-Alamein in 
Egypt and of Stalingrad on the Volga. On the Russian scene the German 6th Army was entirely encircled 
by Christmas, 1942, and after months of fighting, the south and the north pockets of the German soldiers 
fell to the Russians on January 3ist and February 2nd, respeetively.74 General Chukov had emphasized 
what it would mean to the Soviet people: "The abandonment of the city would destroy the morale of our 
people. We have to hold Stalingrad or we perish there."75 Stalingrad, as El-Alamein, were the gravest 
defeats for Hitler's armies, so accustomed to victories, that by 1942 a turning point had been reached in 
the Reich's growth.  
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The degree of Nazi pride and influence among the German nationals in internment were measured by the 
success of the Nazi armies, at least through 1942 and to Stalingrad. The German victories offered another 
interpretation:  

The fact that the Nazis had conquered so many countries was no indication that they would win the war. 
On the contrary, it was just like an enormous bubble, that if one pricks it sometime, the whole show will 
collapse.76  

Events as El-Alamein and Stalingrad, distant as they were from the Indian scene, helped bring about the 
collapse of the enormous bubble of pride and the whole show of confidence which the Nazi leadership 
had had in British India. With the Nazi armies increasingly beset with defeats, the balance of a growing 
confidence swung in the direction of the Allies, so also for the British authorities in India. According to 
Christian Lohse (Breklum), "later on in thesituation, as it became clear after 1942 and Stalingrad, there 
then were some relaxations made."77 The most welcomed relief from the war fever and the harsh security 
measures of the Government of India came when four Gossner brethren and later four Breklum men 
were permitted to depart from Dehra Dun to join their families at the Purandhar Family Parole Camp. 
The"relaxation also brought some of the non-missionary families together after the years of separation.  

 

GERMAN MISSIONARIES ARRIVE FROM DUTCH EAST INDIES  

With the entrance of the Japanese Imperial forces into World War II, the conflict became even more 
global and it spread deeper into the British Empire, the other Far and Southeast Asian lands, as well as 
into the Dutch East Indies. Within a matter of weeks, from the original air attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7th, 1941, the Philippines, Malaya, Burma and other island nations of the Pacific were invaded 
by Japan. "By January they had occupied the Netherlands East Indies. On the last day of February, 1942, 
Japanese troops moved into Java. A week later they took New Guinea. ..."78 The blitz action of the 
Nippon forces subjected the Dutch authorities to alter their plans radically. It necessitated the immediate 
evacuation of their own Dutch nationals and "approximately 2.000 German men interned in the Dutch 
East Indies. ..."79  

Already in May, 1940, upon the invasion of Holland by Hitler's armies, all German nationals in the 
Netherlands East Indies were rounded up and placed under internment at Fort de Kock first (May-
October, 1940) and then at Alas Vallei (Oct.'40-Dec.'41), both locations in North Sumatra.80 Among these 
German internees were "all the missionaries, doctors and deacons of the Rhenish, the Basel and the 
Neukirchner Missions. ..."81 Due to the Japanese invasion, all German male nationals were hastily 
"transferred to British India."82 The wives and the children of these Germans, along with the single ladies, 
remained behind in the Dutch colony, as was also the case with the Rhenish Mission (Batak Church) 
personnel remaining at the "refugee camp of Raja, near Berastagi on Sumatra."83 However, the swift 
evacuation of the Dutch and the German nationals by the authorities added another dimension to the 
history of Christian Missions and the further loss of German missionary lives. The Sechtes Merkblatt über 
die Lage der Deutschen in Britisch-Indien, the annual bulletin of the German Office of Foreign Affairs, 
reported what had already become general knowledge in British India:  

As a consequence to the events of the war in the Far East, in January, 1942, the Dutch transferred the 
German male civil internees from the central internment camp of Alas Vallei on Sumatra to British India 
and there handed them over to the British-Indian authorities. Two transport ships arrived safely in British 
India; however the third transport ship was regrettably sunk on account of the war activities, whereby 
unfortunately because of the inadequate life-saving equipment, a large number of Germans of the Reich 
lost their lives. All the relatives have been notified. Those who were saved now are safe and sound on 
Sumatra, of which the relatives have likewise been informed.84  

 

Nevertheless, the Merkblatt failed to mention some basic facts to the sinking incident, e.g. that these 
German internees, with "some of the German missionaries, were lost when a ship conveying them to 
India was sunk by the Japanese."85 On January 19th, 1942, the steamship "van Imhoff", with two other 
Dutch ships and accompanied by the Dutch cruiser "Java", departed from Sibolga, a west Sumatra port.86. 
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According to the missionary Gottlob Weiler, one of the survivors, three bombs on account of a Japanese 
aerial attack struck the "van Imhoff" and the ship sank; and of the 477 German internees aboard, 411 
perished. The Dutch crew and the 66 survivors managed to get away in life-boats.87 The tragedy lay both 
in the fact that the Japanese bombed a boat with German nationals, but further that all the lifeboats were 
not in order so that the Dutch crew offered the internees little assistance; and the life-boats of the Dutch 
were half full. Then a day later the Dutch ship "Boelongan" passed through the waters to rescue any of 
the Dutch crew of the "van Imhoff". Upon finding no Dutch personnel, the "Boelongan" crew rejected all 
pleas of the stranded Germans, even for fresh water, and left the surviving men to paddle their rudderless 
life-boat, until hey came to the island of Nias.88 "On account of the war activities" such atrocities were 
conveniently forgotten. At any rate, along with the approximate 600 German internees already in India, 
there were also about "1.300 German men who were brought from the Dutch East Indies to British 
India"89 and presented to the British authorities.  

Friedrich Hübner (Breklum) remembered the tragedy from his days at Dehra Dun. His response was: 
"There were  quite a number of missionaries among the dead at the time."90 It correctly indicated the 
impact over the loss of 17 German missionaries among the younger Christian churches. Among the dead 
were five Rhenish Mission men, four Basel men from Borneo, one Neukirchner and seven Evangelical 
missionaries serving with a Dutch Missionary Society.91  

In writing to his former director Karl Hartenstein, Fritz Mack (Basel), interned at Kodaikanal, expressed 
his reaction to the grave misfortune over the lives lost;  

The fate of our Borneo brothers has shocked us all deeply. Brothers Schweitzer and Trostel were the first 
in my graduating class to have departed from us. Would you please convey my heartfelt sympathies to the 
Schweitzer and Mall families, whom I personally know. In remembrance of these departed brothers I have 
written the accompanying poem, which perhaps expresses how I felt about their death. We attempted 
immediately after we heard the news to make some contact with the other brethren who were brought to 
India. Finally after many weeks we received a short letter from Brother Baer, but in which it is neither 
clear where he is with the others, nor whether he is still at the camp in Ramgarh.92  

Fritz Mack's poem - "in remembrance of these departed broth94ers"93 - in the censored mail was removed 
for permanence.94  

Further reports on the transfer reached Germany:  

The interned missionaries, who up to recently had been in the Dutch East Indies, all appear to be situated 
at the Ramgarh Camp; only the missionary physician Dr. Thompson of the Rhenish Mission is serving as a 
camp doctor in Bombay (Presidency).95  

In the location of the Ramgarh Camp the readers of the Evangelische Missionszeitschrift were introduced 
to another detention center in the list of internment camps used for German nationals in India. According 
to Erich Klappert, a Rhenish missionary from Sumatra, it was a military cantonment96 evacuated for the 
German internees.96 The Missions periodical attempted to give the missionaries' new locality:  

They are at Ramgarh in the Province of Bihar, and it lies at the point of the intersection of 81 (sic 85.5) 
degrees longtitude and 23 (sic 23.5) degrees latitude, exactly west of Calcutta, in the middle (of India) 
between the coasts.97  

The Ramgarh internment for the Dutch East Indies internees turned out to be a temporary stopover, 
January 13th to July 21st, 1942, because of the Japanese threat on the Burma front and the military 
needing the cantonment. Thus, a further provisional stay was planned at the Deoli camp, at the edge of 
the Thar Desert, lasting from July 24th, 1942 through April 19th, 1943.98 Within the year, the news from 
British India was:  

All 36 missionaries, doctors and deacons of the Rhenish Mission from Sumatra are now located at the 
Internment Camp of Premnagar at Dehra Dun at the height of 800 metres at the foot of the Himalayas.99  

 



Paul von Tucher: Campus Teutonicus at Dehra Dun                                                                                  10 

The Rhenish Mission personnel of the Sumatra Batak Church were by far the largest group at Dehra Dun, 
followed by the six Neukirchner missionaries. In the case of the Basel Mission, it was reported that "in 
April of the year, the five Borneo brethren at Deoli were also transported there."100 The Deoli Camp, in 
the State of Ajmer-Merwara, was then used as an Italian 'prisoners of war' settlement, for those brought to 
India from the African conflict.101  

The German nationals from the Dutch East Indies then "got a special wing" at Premnagar. As a separate 
wing102 or unit they were severed from the Germans who were residents of British India.103 Nevertheless, 
contact between the missionaries of the two wings was apparently possible, for Hübner pointed out that 
"contacts with the Sumatra Rhenish missionary people" were initiated right away.104 Each wing had its 
own tasks, its own services and the missionaries offered a ministry to those interested.  

The German evacuees from the Dutch colony lingered at Premnagar until November 11th, 1946, when 
they were repatriated to Germany on the Dutch steamship "Sloterdyk".105 Their families from Sumatra 
and the East Indies only arrived in Germany in July, 1947.106 Their fate and their experiences under the 
Japanese is another chapter of wartime Christian Missions and one also little known even today.  

 

THE DEATH OF MACK SAHIB, NO. 13019  

The death of any Christian missionary in the 20th century seems unjust and tragic, especially when it 
appears to be the case of neglect or the sin of omission. Over the decades the foreign missionary has been 
regarded the shepherd and the teacher to hundreds of people in the mission congregations. Fritz Mack of 
the Basel Missionary Society  was one such missionary in British India.107 After a short but rich and 
devoted career, his family was struck by tragedy in Germany. The tragedy was heightened by the rigours of 
the World War and it finally led to suffering and death. Mack's death was the second among the German 
Missions' personnel in India during the turbulent, troubled years of the internment period. In 1940, Frau 
Marlene Tauscher, mother  of seven children, died due to a grave error.108 Fritz Mack's life came to an end 
at the Premnagar Internment Camp. His life is an example of Christian sacrifice and disciple-ship, as he 
gave himself for the younger Church.  

In October, 1941, among the 600 German nationals who  were transported from the Deolali Cantonment 
to Dehra Dun,109 there was a group of eleven Protestant missionaries. A year later, as the Kodaikanal and 
Yercaud Parole Camps were reduced, the families were sent to Satara, and Bräsen (Breklum) journeyed to 
Premnagar. At the time of the transfer Fritz Mack was recuperating from surgery at the Swedish Mission 
Hospital at Tirupattur.110 When he was strong enough to leave in September, 1942, he had no other 
choice, as his colleague Theodor Lorch noted: "The bachelors mostly went to Dehra Dun, ... while we, in 
contrast, with our families  came to Satara."111 Mack's family though, as Bräsen's, was in Germany. Here it 
might seem feasible to digress into the missionary Mack's life.  

The Reverend Friedrich A. Mack was born on January 5th, 1906, in Aalen, Württemberg,112 in the 
German "Basel Mission country". Easter, 1926, Fritz Mack began with the first student class following 
World War I at the Missions Institute at Basel, and with "his above average' aptitude completed in five 
years"113 the customary missionary  preparatory course of six years.114 Following his language studies 
residence in England, he departed for British India on October 17th, 1931. In November of that year 
Mack began a most fruitful and remarkable term of service in the Malabar (Coast) District of the Basel 
Mission Church, at first responsible for the Nettur and Wanyankulam stations. Completing his Malayalam 
exams, two years after his arrival, in September, 1933, Mack married Marie Meier, a Swiss secretary from 
the Basel Mission House.115 In 1936 he was assigned to Calicut, the largest city congregation on the 
Malabar. Lorch, as College principal in Calicut since 1937, remembered the disposition of his fellow-
worker: "He was a friend of all and was always in good humour; one of the few rare people who made 
everyone at ease around him.''116 Yet he "was Schwabian and his soul contained all the fundaments and 
gulfs peculiar to many people of this ethnic group."117  

 

In India Mack gave of himself with his whole heart for the welfare and the evangelistic work of the 
Mission churches, going from "village to village, from house to  house, carrying the word of salvation."118 
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His fellow labourer Dr. Friso Melzer, who first met Mack in Calicut in 1935,119 recalled that the Indian 
Christians spoke of him with their highest tribute and affection; "Mack Sahib talked just like a Malayali. If 
you could not see him and you heard his voice, you would say that it was one of us talking."120 Melzer, 
himself a scholar in Indian Studies, admitted that "Fritz Mack surpassed all the other missionaries  in his 
abilities in the Malayalam language."121 Not only was Mack a gifted linguist, but his short book, Der 
Wunder Anfang (The Marvellous Beginning), according to Alfons Koechlin "belongs to the best of 
missions literature."122 Melzer also had high praise for the work: "I know no book in the German language 
out of the Indian mission world in this century which can be equated with it in content and in stature. It is 
the true witness of a true man."123  

In March, 1937, after a 5 ½ year term in India, Mack and his family returned to Europe for a furlough. 
The Mack family had two sons, Uli and Günther, born 1934 and 1936 respectively. After some months of 
vacationing, Mack began a six-month term as a deputation minister in Crailsheim, effective September 1st, 
1937.124 In all the years in India the family had managed health-wise, in fact, their two young boys had 
begun their lives on the Malabar Coast. Upon returning to Germany the first in a series of rare and tragic 
events struck the Mack family. Christmas was only days ahead, when on December 12th, 1937, Marie 
Mack was killed in an accident.125  

On Monday, December 13th, we received the shocking news of the death of Frau Missionary Mack, née 
Meier, on account of an automobile accident. Frau Mack had been invited by friends to go for a car drive 
to Stuttgart. On their way back to Crailsheim the car was struck by a train at a railroad crossing without a 
gate, and as a result all four passengers were killed outright. Missionary Mack and both the small children, 
as also the Mission, have thereby suffered a great loss.126  

The personal tragedy delayed Mack's departure for India until September 14th, 1938. He "returned again 
to his former congregation in Calicut; but at the same time the office of District Chairman for the Malabar 
field was conferredon him."127 At 32 years of age, Mack and his two Swiss colleagues, Burckhardt and 
Noverraz, served as the chairmen of the three Basel Mission districts. Yet the return passage to India in 
September had given Mack a new outlook on life;  

... he became acquainted with Fraulein Carla Tegtmeier from Hamburg; she was travelling out to China on 
the same steamer as a missionary of the Hochau Mission. Then in January, 1939, he became engaged to 
her. Fraulein Tegtmeier returned home the beginning of March, 1939, so that she could get to know both 
the Mack children.128  

On the Malabar District at the time, Lorch later wrote: "We prepared for his second wedding, when the 
war broke out and made his hopes to be joined again to a life companion come to nothing."129 The 
projected trip for August 30th, 1939, for his bride-to-be and his two sons, was blocked by the outbreak of 
hostilities.130  

In India the war was also upon the German personnel of the Basel Mission. On September 4th, 1939, at 
the Emergency Meeting of the Malabar Mission Council, Mack resigned from his offices,131 and the same 
evening his internment  days began.132 The stay at the Ahmadnagar Cantonment Camp was short for 
Mack, as already in the first week of December he was released as the first Basel missionary. Again he 
took up his mission labours, though now his nationality curtailed him from any administrative duties. 
"Brother Mack was appointed as station-missionary for Waniyankulam,"133 one of the two mission 
stations from his first term in India.  

In the Spring of 1940 seven Basel families were repatriated to Germany. Mack could well have returned to 
his family, but he had only just come out again from his furlough. By not being repatriated, he indicated 
his desire to abide by his calling and his commitment to the Indian Church. He was in good health and he 
felt that the highest priority in life was his service to the younger Church; in spite of the war, the 
missionaries were free to continue their work. Mack's hope was that his bride could come out and assist 
him in his mission endeavours. And Alfons Koechlin correctly appraised Mack's need, or even 
prophetically predicted an outcome when he wrote to Adolf Streckeisen in Calicut: "We feel that Mack 
could not stand the strain for years to have no wife at his side, and that if his work is to be fruitful he 
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ought to have his Carla."134 Koechlin sensed the consequences, so much so that his letter of April 24th, 
1940, to his Swiss colleague Streckeisen, is primarily concerned with the Mack-Tegtmeier couple;  

In a former letter I wrote that her journey to India was impossible. Since then Hilde Uber brought to me 
the repeated request of Mack, that we might open the way for his bride to India. The journey home of 
Hilde Uber has proved that women of German nationality might travel on Italian boats without 
difficulties. ... In addition we have heard that the Colonial Secretary of Hong-Kong has in principle 
granted permission for two German brides to pass through the Colony of Hong-Kong on their way to 
China. He has even written to the British General Consul at Basel to give, in case such a request should be 
made by the B.M., the necessary transit visum. 

Carla Tegtmeier ... is of course also very anxious to join Mack. ... The Committee of the Basel Mission 
thinks that under those circumstances and after so many of our missionaries have left India, a sending out 
of Carla ought if possible to take place. 

As far as we see the first thing to do is to make (it) clear in India if Carla gets permission there to enter the 
Indian territory, and if the Indian Government gives permission to a German to become married. Unless 
we have this certainty we cannot take any steps here. ... Would you kindly undertake the necessary steps 
officially? It is evident that we ought not to exercise any undue pressure.135  

The Swiss brethren Koechlin and Streckeisen corresponded concerning the Mack family, but they failed 
"to exercise any undue pressure",136 or to gain the assistance of William Paton in London, A.L. Warnshuis 
in New York, the Metropolitan Foss Westcott in Calcutta, Bishop Stephen Neill or any number of other 
Church leaders friendly towards the German Missions; any or all could have lent a Samaritan hand for 
Fritz Mack, his bride and his two sons.  

With the Nazi invasions in the Spring of 1940 and Italy's entrance into the war, no visas were to be 
available. The opportunities for Mack to return to Germany or his family to come to India apparently 
closed. On July 10th, 1940, the second and final internment period began for Mack  and the other 
missionary families at Kodaikanal.137 The first 18 months on this hill-station, termed a vacation by 
Streckeisen after visiting his German brethren twice,138 were routine and without excessive complaints. 
Now the special plea for repatriating Mack and Brasen under the new war conditions came to nothing.139 
Seeing no possibilities for reunion right away, on February 21st, 1942, Fritz Mack in Kodaikanal and Carla 
Tegtmeier in Hamburg were married by proxy through the International Red Cross.140  

However, in January, 1942, Fritz Mack's appendix had begun to irritate him, and 17 months later he was 
dead. Mack 

Sahib's correspondence with his bride best tells the story;  

• Kodaikanal, 19 January, 1942: And (I wonder) whether our marriage certificate will reach you 
before February 21st? It is possible that I might have to spend that day in the hospital since I will 
likely have to undergo an appendicitis operation. It is not a case of an acute infection, but I feel an 
irritation sometimes. Now in the next few days I am going to let a Swedish Mission doctor 
examine me, and he happens to be a good surgeon and has recommended an operation. Yet I still 
have to await his final decision. ....141  

• Kodaikanal, 21 February, 1942: I have the permit for my operation, hut now the doctor is on a 
trip. Perhaps it will work out next month. If it happens to be the case I will relate the news to 
Koechlin or Annie. It was dear of you to think of this day today. .... I will soon thank Uli (7) and 
Gunther (5) for their letters and pictures. Give each of them a kiss for me. 142  

• Kodaikanal, 15 March, 1942: The days are so uniform. My operation has still not been performed, 
since the doctor is still on his trip. But at present I don't have any complaints. It will now become 
very hot down on the plains, so that I would rather wait for the cooler season. ...Oh, why can't 
you just come to me?143  
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• Kodaikanal, Easter 1942: Frau Lipp lies gravely ill in Yercaud from a brain malaria. Today I now 
can give you some good news: I don't have to be operated on. Yesterday a Government doctor 
visited the camp and he examined me thoroughly (he didn't come on account of me). He believes 
that the symptoms do not bespeak of appendicitis, rather it could be more so an after-effect of 
unhealed dysentery that occasionally gives pains. So I will let myself be treated for it and push 
aside the thoughts of the operation. I am doubly thankful for that. ....144  

• Kodaikanal, 9 August, 1942: This is probably the last letter which I will write to you before my 
operation. Tomorrow I will travel, if everything works out, (to the hospital) and on Wednesday I 
will be freed from my appendix. Sorry that I could not inform you of it sooner, so that you might 
especially think of me. I still have a somewhat peculiar feeling. But I am quite calm and confident. 
Dr. Sendel is a good surgeon and to judge by human standards all should go well. We are of 
course in God's hands in every station of life. ....145 

• Tirupattur (Swedish Mission hospital), 18 August, 1942: Now the operation is behind me. How 
grateful I am that everything went well and that I can report to you, even if I am a bit shaky. Can 
you imagine that my appendix had developed into a proper 'climbing plant' and had pushed itself 
as far as under the right kidney. For almost two hours I lay under the surgeon's knife, and only 
because of the doctor's skill can one be grateful that my side did not have to be opened up as 
well. The wound appears to have healed well, since I scarcely can feel pain anymore. Tomorrow 
the clamps will be removed and if all goes well, I can return to Kodaikanal already next week. Was 
that an experience after the camp life to see the open country. When will it be that one can go 
free?146  

• Dehra Dun (Internment Camp, No. 13,019), 14 December, 1942: ... Day after tomorrow the 
Breklumers leave for the Family Camp (as the Gossners); then I will be alone with Bräsen and 
two unmarried Leipzig missionaries (Röver and Tiedt). ... It is not easy now that all the others are 
leaving to be joined with their families, though one should certainly be happy for each one. 
Involuntarily one increases to think of the "Why" and "How long". My scar has been hurting me 
lately. The doctor is not quite sure whether it means that a suture has partially opened up inside. 
So I have to be careful.147  

• At the Premnagar 'Campus Teutonicus', Dehra Dun, Otto Tiedt remembered Mack's troubles: He 
came to us there, and after a while he began to complain about pains in his body. So we finally 
said to him: "Good grief! We have a hospital and everything here. .... You have to examined; this 
has to be looked into. ..."148  

• Dehra Dun, 8 April, 1943, Mack wrote to Carla again: Out of inclination I have to go into the 
hospital now! I was already there for some time, but now tomorrow I have to have X-rays made 
at the military hospital. The result of the examination is still not clear. Perhaps as an outgrowth of 
the earlier operation an abscess has developed, or there is something not quite in order with the 
kidney. After such a short time I don't want to consent to another operation that easily. ....149  

• Dehra Dun, 1 May, 1943, Mack Sahib, as internee No. 13,019, wrote his closing letter to his wife 
Carla: Since the beginning of April I was first in the camp hospital for a short examination and 
then in the military hospital for a thorough examination. Presumably I have an abscess in the 
stomach area. Stomach, intestines and kidneys are sound on the basis of the many examinations 
and X-rays. Apparently it now concerns a malignant tumour (blood abscess?) between the navel 
and the appendix scar. ... It is growing very quickly and this could be technically problematic in 
removing it some time later. The doctors, also our camp doctors here, have advised me to have 
an operation at once. ... Dearest Sweetheart! You must not worry. Humanly speaking everything 
will be done which can be done and I am in the hands of first-class surgeons. ... Nothing can 
befall us without the leading and will of God. There is another reason why I would prefer not to 
wait too long. The heat now is increasing every day and in the hospital tents of the camp it 
becomes quite hot already during the day. Thus, the earlier the better. It would certainly he much 
nicer and easier if you could only he near me, hut this hardship we have to hear bravely. In God's 
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trusted hands we are well sheltered, you there and I here. Loving greetings to all and heartfelt 
kisses to you and the children. From yours, Fritz150  

The military hospital at Dehra Dun was being renovated at the time, so that it could only accommodate 
the British personnel cases.151 Instead of the one-week waiting period, three weeks passed. Finally on May 
22nd Mack was operated on for a second time within a year, and it was absolutely in the hottest days of 
the year.152 Two persons who knew Fritz Mack, namely Otto Tiedt at Dehra Dun and his wife Carla, 
separately and yet uniformly related about his death. Tiedt recalled:  

And then it was confirmed that as they opened him up, that it was already too late. Yes, there was a swab 
and more, ... left remaining in there and his body had begun to suppurate. For that reason he died. There 
was sepsis. ...153  

Carla Mack was informed that the British surgeons, upon opening up Mack again, discovered a surgical 
sponge left from the operation nine months earlier at Tirupattur.154 Finally in July Carla was informed 
through the German Foreign Office that her husband had passed away on June 7th, 1943. On the British 
certificate the official cause of death was tetanus.155  

Fritz Mack's mission and ministry in life were interrupted when he was 33 years old. At the age of 37 "he 
died at Dehra Dun. He lies at the Internees' Cemetary in Dehra Dun."156 J Mack Sahib was a captive at the 
rim of modern civilization's engrossed conflict of pagan nationalisms which engendered the "deification of 
the State ... (as) a direct challenge to the freedom of the individual for self-expression."157 Karl Barth had 
termed Hitlerism as "the had dreams158 of German pagans," though all nations have their bad dreams 
and their nationalisms. Yet between the warring 'tribes', Christian Missions' personnel were taken and held 
captive for their nationalities. Mack was a civil prisoner of war on account of the national paganism of his 
day; he suffered from poor medical advice and service in his captivity; his Swiss Mission brethren could 
not give him his wife and sons for fear of "pressure" on the neutral Society; and the procrastination at 
Dehra Dun, because there was no room for the German; all were factors which eventually took his life.  

Mack Sahib was a bearer of Christianity and of the truth of his convictions. He sacrificed his life rather 
than abandon his mission to the Indian Church on the Malabar Coast. In the closing years of his 
internment life, in the loneliness and in the yearning for his family, Mack wrote poems, and in this one 
offered a prayer, entitled 'Bitte' :  

Our dear Lord God, how well you know,  
Of our complaints, of our soul's woe,  
You know too, the heartfelt pain,  
Which burdens us in this time of strain.  

From the heart, one thing do we beg of you,  
Do not make our burdens quite so true,  
Help us to believe through the doubt of night,  
Until we meet you in the eternal light.159 

 

THE MEMORIES AND A MINISTRY  

The months and the years at Premnagar, "at the rim of the jungle"160 and amidst the Dehra Dun tea 
garden country between the Swalik foot-hills and the Himalaya mountains, have a host of memories for 
the German nationals once interned in Wing 1. There were many things to remember: - the mountains 
and the snow-capped peaks in winter; the scenery and the rivers; the lights at night of Mussoorie; the 
seasons with the cold of winter and the dreadful heat of summer; the lasting friendships; drinking coffee 
or tea for breakfast on the barrack's verandha; the amusing events and the tragic incidents; the silly fears 
and tensions, and the surprising loyalties; and much more - all at the thatched village. For some the time 
was measured by months, for others the detention was for years. Patterns for the "routine internee"161 
were established with the chores in the kitchen and the cleaning of the barracks and the bunks. 
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Innumerable forms of activities were introduced into the daily schedule, so much so that one internee 
wrote home:  

If only we had more time! I know this deep heartfelt sigh sounds more than comical. You would believe 
that we didn't know how we would begin to use our time, ... but each who is somewhat active has so 
much to do that the day is simply far too short.162  

To begin with there were good opportunities in the field of sports, e.g. football, volleyball, ring-tennis, 
hockey and callisthenics. There were the theatrical productions, the musical concerts - given by the 
internees or played from records, the choir programs and also the cinema films. The celebrations for 
special events and birthdays were well supported by the good camp bakery; the excursions and hikes 
provided a change in scenery; and there were language courses in the European and Indian tongues.163 An 
entire faculty with students was established with preparatory courses for university, technical and 
vocational schools, as also for commercial, agricultural and academic vocations;164 and there were 
occasions for worship and religious studies. For the educated and the enterprising there was much to do 
within the small barbed-wire compound.  

Some of the memories are still vivid and unique, and Johannes Klimkeit (Gossner) offered these two 
anecdotes:  

Then in Dehra Dun it was quite interesting. Just a short story: "The Monkeys!" The monkeys came from 
the jungles begging. They wanted bread and we had too much. Each day we received one large loaf of 
bread and we couldn't eat that much. The coolies used to take the rest along, hut they also had enough. 
But then came the monkeys. We threw the bread over the barbed wire and the monkeys carried it off into 
the jungles.  

There was a man from Berlin. ... He wasn't a missionary; he had been an engineer with a paper mill. He 
then wrote to his wife: "Well, well, well, how times sure have changed. When we were in Berlin we used to 
go to the zoo and there we saw the monkeys behind bars. Here it is just the opposite; we are behind 
barbed wire and the monkeys come to visit us. They are free."165

The second concerned a German national, but not a missionary:   

... he started to cultivate an area between the barracks. We had a fairly good space between the barracks 
which could be ... dug up. So we asked him what he was going to do here.   

"Well," he said, "I am going to plant oranges."  

"Do you think that the war is going to last that long so that you will have oranges - fully ripened oranges?" 

"Yes, it is going to last that long." 

So he started digging up the earth, and he ordered his orange plants and he planted them. After four years 
he had his fruit and he could eat it too. He was like Jeremiah, who wrote to the Jews departed for 
Babylon: "Settle there and plant gardens."166  

The Dehra Dun captivity could be compared to Babylon and Jeremiah's words: "Your exile will be long; 
build houses and live in them, and plant gardens and eat their produce."167  

No aspect of the ministry in the name of the Christian Church is as pernickety as the one directed to one's 
national peers in a foreign land. A ministry is particularly fastidious when fellow internees regard the 
Christian Missions' endeavours with certain disdain and ridicule. The claims that the missions personnel 
belonged to international organizations,168 stood in contrast to the national ideology which dwelt on the 
individual being faithful to the Vaterland and the aims of the Third Reich. Ideologically Christian Missions 
did seek a "supranational" status. But to have a Christian ministry among German nationals, many 
dedicated to or fearful of the Nazi organization, seemed even a greater challenge than the mission station.  
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There were parallels to be found between Hindu Aryan-ism (the Sanskrit arya) and the German version of 
Nazi Ary-anism (contrast to the Semite). Both systems were devoted to a pure blood theory, a sacredness 
of their land and state, and a meticulous attention to a greater order and the rites of their societies.169 Each 
movement identified with the leading religion of the land and both fostered a nationalism at the time.170 
Under the circumstances of internment for the German nationals, the missionaries offered a ministry.  

The German Evangelical-Lutheran missionaries to British India, stationed with their Roman Catholic 
brethren at the German Wing 1 of the Dehra Dun camp, served a community of 500 souls. In December, 
1942, and January, 1943, when the four Gossner and the four Breklum missionaries respectively departed 
for the Family Camp at Purandhar,171 a few remained to carry on Christian worship in the Protestant 
tradition. Autumn, 1942, Bräsen and Mack had also arrived from South India. Then the year 1943 brought 
the additional German missionaries, those originally from the Dutch East Indies;172 they were transferred 
from Deoli in April, hut assigned to another wing. Shortly before his death, Fritz 

Mack had the opportunity to meet the five surviving fellow Basel missionaries, Bar, Baier, Braun, Gerlach 
and Weissinger,173 but "unfortunately he was not able to enjoy their fellowship very long."174  

Otto Tiedt of the Leipzig Mission spent over five years at the Premnagar Wing 1, and he remembered that 
"those from the Dutch East Indies came to us, as did those from Persia; all the Germans were hrought 
there."175 He offered this commentary on their ministry in internment:  

There was maybe about a wing of us; we were still about 500 there. Every Sunday we held our worship 
services in camp. We were all together in this thing, thrown together, and what we had we wanted to give 
them, namely the Gospel. ...  

The priests also held their masses. ...  

We always held our worship services. Few came to them; they were (mostly) all party members. So we 
then did it this way for a time; we appealed directly 'on the front'. We let it be known: "Day after 
tomorrow is Sunday worship; the sermon title for the morning service will be, etc. ..." We alternated as 
missionaries. Not all though, because there were some who said, having been in India a long time already; 
"We don't know this (Nazi) company at all. It's better if the younger ones take care of that. ..." So we took 
upon ourselves the responsibility, not because we necessarily had become better acquainted with the 
opposition.176  

In spite of the rigid socio-political structure within the camp and the Nazi allegiance among most of the 
internees, the faithful few gathered on Sunday. Tiedt noted:  

... We preached the Gospel steadfastly to this 'society', whether they came (in numbers) or not. It is 
remarkable that not one worship service was cancelled. ... There were always a couple of people there, 
even if there were six or seven. ...177  

Later some of the Dutch East Indies missionaries were transferred over to Wing 1, for according to Tiedt, 
the Neuklrchner missionary "Kroh ... helped us out then also."178 Subjected to the same fate, an 
ecumenism developed among the Christians. Again Tiedt gave this account:  

... There we practiced an ecumenism. ... An Adventist preacher and missionary, I will always remember 
him - (Erich) Bethmann. ... He too helped us with the worship. We said to him: "You do it the way you 
think best with the liturgy, etc. If you have other ideas, then use them in the manner you believe to be 
correct." So he held services as we had been doing them, and we could have a unified form of liturgy. ....  

He was married, but he had come from Persia. His wife was somewhere else; at least she was not in India. 
. . . But in any case, this man helped us greatly; that good Bethmann! He had his peculiarities, which 
certainly belong to the Adventist Church, hut they were not at all noticeable. He thoroughly devoted 
himself to the preaching of the Gospel. ...  
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We made no claims; "We are Lutherans or Reformed, etc." It was a mixed group in camp, though it was 
largely the Evangelical Church. ... And for all those years (1941-1946) it went very well.  

Then, when the war had ceased, we had a noticeable increase in the worship service attendance. Now then 
we had 40 to 50 people coming for morning worship, when before we had only 15 to 20; for these had 
actually had fears. Yet I must admit even today, that when these individuals came early to Sunday services, 
I raise my hat to them. It was naturally expected of us, but these men, say one who was an Inspector for a 
firm or as a mechanic who had been out there, they shaved early on Sundays, dressed up in clean white 
trousers and a clean white shirt, and then they came to this place for morning worship. Yet as they went 
there, they would he jeered at by the others in the barracks; "You there, you belong to them?! You're 
going to the traitors, etc.!" And yet these men continued to come for the entire duration of the war.179  
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